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1. Jan Davidsz. de Heem. Fish Plate. Greek from Southern Italy 


a Lobster (late 1640's). Otl on Canvas. (ca. 340-330 B.C.). Earthenware. 
2. Mathteu Le Natn. The Famtly Dinner 5. Roemer. Dutch (1650-75). Blown glass. 


(ca. 1645-48). Otl on Canvas. 

6. Stand for Sweets. Metssen Porcelatn 
The Open Atr Factory, Germany. Model by J. J. Kaendler, 
Otl on Canvas. 1735. Poreetatn. 


3. Wtlltan Merritt Chase. 


Breakfast (ca. 1888). 


Depictions of food and eating scenes have 
served a variety of purposes over the 
centuries. De Heem's characteristic Dutch 
17th-century still life (1) is a lavish 
display of artistic skill in which the color 
and texture of luscious fruit contrasts 

with the shining smooth surfaces of the 
precious tableware and large lobster. The 
watch in the foreground, however, is a 
reminder that these sensual pleasures are 
fleeting and will fall victim to the vidual beverage containers for each diner 
passing of time. (5). However, fine dining had not reached 
the level we know today and eating mainly 
with one's hands was the general practice; 
thus, protuberences on the stem of the 
roemer, called prunts, were included so the 
glasses would not slip out of greasy 
fingers. 
illustrates a greater level of refinement 
and stood in splendor on the sideboard at 
banguets in the house of a German nobleman. 
This fanciful piece of chinoiserie (Western 
depictions of oriental art and life) shows 
a man holding two shells seated in an arbor 
of flowers, all of which serve as dishes to 
hold the sweets. 


Tableware can be found throughout the 
Museum. Many Greek vases, pieces of glass- 
ware and decorative arts objects relate to 
preparing and serving food. The southern 
Italian fish plate (4) was designed for 
serving seafood and is decorated with 
images of foods it may have once held. 


Dutch roemers (glasses) represent an 
innovation in eating utensils--indi- 


In a more straightforward eating scene (2), 
Le Nain painted the portrait of a family 
gathered for a simple meal. The American 
Impressionist Chase, on the other hand, 
used the eating scene as part of an over- 
all artistic exercise (3) and included 
typical studio props--the Japanese screen 
and 17th-century Dutch-style hat--which 
would not be part of an everyday breakfast. 


An 18th-century dish for sweets (6) 
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7. Stele of Stsenbu. 
1991-1600 B.C. Limestone wtth paint. 


8. Tsun. Shang-Yitn Dynasty 1766-1122 
Bronze. 


9. Hendrick Terbrugghen. Supper at 


1616. Otl on Canvas. 


food as part of their rituals ee 
history. The ancient Egyptian stele 
the tomb of Sisenbu shows the deceased 
seated before a table piled high with : 
to sustain him in the afterlife. The « 
Chinese, however, made sacrifices of act 
food and wine to departed ancestors in * 
bronze tsun or wine beaker (8). ae 


represented eating scene is the Last Supper. 
Related to the Last Supper in symbolism is 
the Supper at Emmaus, after the Resur-  — 
rection, when two disciples recognized Bie 
Christ as he broke and blessed the bread. 
Terbrugghen's painting of this scene (9) 


this recognition. 
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The exhbition Consuming Passions: It is not necessary to visit the objects 
The Art of Food and Drink (September 16- in numerical order. We suggest you see 
November 18, 1984) is located in the all objects located close together in 
Hitchcock and Stevens print galleries adjacent galleries at one time. 


on the ground floor. In conjunction 
with this exhibition, the Museum has 
highlighted related objects in its own 
collection located on the main floor. 
Food in art and the art of fine food is 
also the focus of the fall Timeframes 
Lecture Series from October 2 through 


October 31, 1984. 
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